Ga 


“Canada 


Government etc co nement du rade do 
Minister of State for Youth Ministre d’ a la Sinners 


Employment Centres 
for Students 
Activity report 


Summer 1987 


77) yee PETER 


Canada 
Employment Centres 
for Students 


Activity report 


Summer 1987 


© Minister of Supply and Services Canada 1988 
Cat. No. MP 31-4/ 1987 
ISBN 0-662-55883-9 


Manager André Bordeleau and staff of the Canada Employment Centre for Students, 
National Capital Region greet the Hon. Jean Charest, Minister of State for Youth. 


Minister of State 
Youth 


CANADA 


The Honourable 


Ministre d'Etat 
Jeunesse 


L'honorable 


Jean J. Charest 


A Message from the 


Minister of State for Youth 


| am pleased to present the 1987 Activity 
Report on Canada Employment Centres for 
Students (CECs-S). These centres perform 
an invaluable service for students who need 
a summer job to gain on-the-job work expe- 
rience and income to finance their educa- 
tion. Since their inception nearly 20 years 
ago, CECs-S have been very successful, 
and 1987 was no exception. CECs-S had 
one of their best ever records helping stu- 
dents find more than 400,000 jobs. 

A key to this success is the fact that the 
student staff identify very closely with their 
clients. There is no generation gap here. 
By creating many colourful and effective 
promotional activities, they have been able 
to market the talents and skills of student 
clients to local employers. 

| would like to acknowledge the gener- 
ous response of employers to these cam- 
paigns. It is, after all, the community — 


businesses, homeowners, organizations 
and Members of Parliament — whose sup- 
port generates jobs for young people and 
ensures that their summer is profitable and 
well spent. 

One of my greatest pleasures as Minister 
of State for Youth is the opportunity to 
meet many dedicated young people from 
across Canada. Since | cannot meet per- 
sonally with all of them, | would like every- 
one associated with the Canada Employ- 
ment Centres for Students to accept my 
thanks for their efforts in helping Canadian 
youth. All of us can benefit from the effort 
you have invested in helping young peo- 
ple prepare for their future careers. 


Jean J. Charest 
Minister of State for Youth 


Ottawa, Canada K1A 0J9 3 


Services of the CEC-S 


Canada Employment Centres for Students 
are a focal point in local communities for 
summer student employment services and 
information. CEC-S activities include: 


+ Registration of students seeking summer 
employment; 

e Individual interviews of students to deter- 
mine summer empioyment needs and to 
provide job search advice; 


Statistical Summary 


e Visits to employers to discover summer 
job vacancies and to promote CEC-S 
services; 

e Selection and referral to employers of stu- 
dents best qualified to meet the require- 
ments of their summer job vacancies; 

e Labour market information; 

e Information on federal and provincial 
government summer employment 
programs. 


of CEC-S Activity — 1987 


Total vacancies notified: AN 278 
Total registrations: 626,469 
Total placements: 422,780 


Total CEC-S Efficiency in 1987 


Total cost: $11,900,000.00 
Total placements: % 422,7/80.00 
Cost per placement: $ 20,10 
Vacancy fill rate: 88.6 % 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/61119702488 


Profile of CECs-S 


at Work in their Communities 


B.C./Yukon Territory uses Board 
Game Promotion 


Each July, the B.C./Yukon Territory Staff 
organizes a “Casual Job Competition” to 
promote placements during a traditionally 
slow period in the CEC-S program. All 
offices participate in the eight-day event. 

Penticton chose to promote the event 
through mall displays and by organizing a 
softball game between local media per- 
sonalities and CEC-S/students. 

Three centres in the Okanagan area 
created their own competition. Since 
Kelowna, Penticton and Vernon are all 
located around Lake Okanagan, the com- 
petition was called the “Round the Lake 
Run”. Each placement enabled the respec- 
tive CEC-S to “travel” 3 km around the 
lake. Total distance was 240 km. Kelowna, 
the first CEC-S to achieve 80 placements, 
was the winner. 

Kelowna’s success was partly due toa 
spinoff competition between four local 
radio stations. The CEC-S assigned each 
station two of the event’s eight days and 
credited it with the orders received during 
those two days. At the end of the eight 
days, the station generating most orders 
was declared the winner. 


Hire-A-Student Week a Major Success 
in Alberta 


Hire-A-Student Week is a highlight of the 
Alberta summer, and Hire-A-Student staff 
put a lot of energy and imagination into 
promoting it. For example, in Edmonton, 
Kevin Lowe of the Edmonton Oilers was 
kidnapped and held for a ransom of a 
boardful of job orders. Local employers 
aided his early release by coming through 
with the required number of job orders. 


Medicine Hat and Red Deer held a “Job- 
A-Thon Challenge” as well as popular job 
search and resumé-writing seminars. In 
Grande Prairie, money raised by the “CEC 
Manager and Mayor Fundraiser Challenge” 
was used to hire the Odd Job Squad to 
give senior citizens some extra help around 
their homes. The “Challenge” winner (CEC 
Manager), received a free office window 
wash from the loser (Mayor). 

In Lethbridge’s HAS celebrity rally, local 
media personalities followed clues to seven 
different businesses to perform odd jobs. In 
St. Paul, employers went to the HAS office 
to call their friends to promote HAS. Cal- 
gary’s civic pride blossomed when Calgary 
won its “Job-A-Thon Challenge” against 
Edmonton. Lloydminster’s RCMP re-routed 
traffic one Sunday while the HAS staff 
painted “HIRE A STUDENT” on a major 
intersection. The week-long promotion 
brought more job orders, as well as more 
students, into the HAS office. 


Saskatchewan Produces Job Search 
Video 


The Saskatoon CEC-S completed an excit- 
ing new project — a two-hour presentation 
for high school visits. The presentation con- 
sists of a one-hour video on creative job 
search techniques, a 12-page flip chart and 
a moderator’s guide. A self-assessment 
exercise, role playing, information on resu- 
mes, the CEC-S, (everything you always 
wanted to know about the CEC-S but were 
afraid to ask!), application forms and inter- 
views are all included in the presentation. 
The package will be available either as 
overheads or as slides for all the CEC-S 
offices. 


Student Auction Popular in Brandon, 
Manitoba 


The Brandon Summer Employment Office 
took to the air-waves during Hire-A-Student 
Week. The CEC-S and a local radio sta- 

tion organized a three-hour remote broad- 
cast in which cut-in’s were used to hold a 
student auction. The students were subsi- 
dized by the CEC-S, and bidding began at a 
bargain $3.00 for the entire day’s labour. 

By the end of the broadcast, there were 
bids from more than 20 employers and four 
days of student labour were auctioned off 
for approximately $27 to $35 each. In addi- 
tion to creating short-term employment, the 
campaign made more employers aware of 
CEC-S services. 


Odd Job Squad Mobilized in Ontario 


While rummaging through their registration 
file, the staff of the Simcoe CEC-S noticed 
an abundance of 14- and 15-year-olds still 
seeking employment. To deal with this 
problem, the CEC-S decided to market 
these students with a special Odd Job 
Squad Week (July 27-31). 

Civic officials were very supportive of 
the initiative and the media were happy to 
publicize efforts to promote the Odd Job 
Squad. 

The CEC-S staff recruited a number of 
students to help out with the Squeegy Day 
and Homeowner Drop-Off Day. Student 
placement officers and students were 
equipped with pails of water, pamphlets 
and sponges. They squeaked their way 
around parking lots in Simcoe and sur- 
rounding communities, washing car wind- 
shields and leaving pamphlets. The Odd 
Jobbers took job orders and even turned 
some heads with their assertiveness. 


The Homeowner Drop-Off was equally 
successful. When students and CEC-S staff 
armed with pamphlets attacked local mail- 
boxes, homeowners retaliated by placing 
job orders with the CEC-S. 


Quebec Emphasizes the Private 
Sector 


In the Québec Region, emphasis was on 
promoting CEC-S services to the private 
sector. The 4,400 openings created an 
11-percent increase in regular placements 
for non-subsidized positions. 

Good weather conditions helped secure 
an additional 42,700 work opportunities for 
high school students in the agricultural 
sector, an increase of 8,600 jobs over 1986. 

One example of individual community 
initiative was a Business Drive for Jobs 
project, in which the Ste-Marie-de-Beauce 
Board of Trade made the private sector 
more aware of the employment needs of 
high school students. 


New Brunswick Operates Self-Serve 
CEC-S 


In a bold experiment designed to test new 
operating methods and to give students 
more responsibility for their job search, the 
Woodstock CEC-S, and its Florenceville 
Branch, operated a self-serve centre for stu- 
dents. The CEC-S was located at the front 
of the main office and used all the same 
procedures. It posted all job orders, did not 
register students, advertised vacancies 

on the radio and code-a-phone, provided a 
toll-free telephone line, and left the rest to 
the students’ initiative. Referrals and follow- 
up were handled by the student placement 
officers in the normal manner. One of the 
most important benefits was that students 
learned to take more responsibility for 

their job search. According to CEC staff, 
employers, students and parents, the 
experiment was a complete success. 


A Sporting Idea in Nova Scotia 


A golf tournament for employers proved to 
be a bright new idea. Instead of paying 
entry or green fees, employers had to hire 
students as caddies for the afternoon. The 
Amherst Golf Club donated the greens, as 
well as the prizes and refreshments. The 
tournament drew employers from all over 
the county, creating an “odd job aware- 
ness” and jobs for the afternoon. 


Student Placement Officer Played the 
Pipes in P.E.I. 


At a Hire-A-Student promotional event in 
Prince Edward Island, a local employer won 
the services of a student placement officer 
for half a day, free of charge. Since the offi- 
cer in question was a member of a three- 
person Scottish band called “Highland 
Heart”, the lucky employer, Orwell Corner 
Historic Village, put him to work playing the 
bagpipes for the afternoon. The Hire-A- 
Student T-shirt he wore did a lot to demon- 
strate student versatility but we’re not sure 
just how much it did for the Highland 
regalia! 


Newfoundland Students Join Forces 
with War Veterans 


A War Veterans Appreciation Week was 
initiated by the Harbour Grace CEC-S. The 
objective was to increase awareness of the 
CEC-S by providing a community service 
that generated job opportunities for stu- 
dents. Eight branches of the Royal Cana- 
dian Legion and two detachments of the 
RCMP worked with the CEC-S. More than 
$6200 was raised in a mock jail, bed race 
and two teen dances. The proceeds were 
used to hire 100 students to do odd jobs for 
veterans or their widows. This initiative 
received tremendous support from local 
residents, businesses and media, and was 
covered regionally by CBC-TV. 


1987 National Hire-A-Student Promotions and 


Advertising Campaign 


Throughout the spring and summer 

months, CECs-S are highly visible in local 
communities. In addition to a wide variety 
of fresh and innovative promotional activi- 


ties, the CECs-S encourage community sup- 


port for summer student employment 
through the national Hire-A-Student cam- 
paign. Posters, pamphlets, buttons, and a 
series of radio ads aired across Canada, 
were the primary components of the 1987 
campaign. 

Promotional material aimed at employers 
emphasized the talents and skills which 
students can bring to the workplace. 
Promotional material aimed at homeowners 
provided concrete examples of the odd jobs 
which students can be hired to do over the 
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course of a summer. All materials were 
widely distributed. Bank tellers, serving per- 
sons and store mannequins frequently 
sported Hire-A-Student buttons. Pamphlets 
appeared in grocery bags, utility bills and 
bank statements as well as in mailouts, 
householders and handouts; posters were 
displayed on community notice boards and 
in the windows of local stores. 

Hire-A-Student radio ads were aired in 
June. They were designed to build upon the 
message conveyed through the Business 
Drive for Jobs radio campaign. 
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